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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR RUSH'S CONVERSATION WITH MAURICE 
SCHUMANN: SUPPORT FOR CHIRAC’S INITIATIVE 

1 . FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER MAURICE SCHUMANN MADE FOLLOW- 
ING INTERESTING COMMENTS DURING OUR TETE-A-TETE LUNCHEON 
AT THE RESIDENCE JANUARY 5: 

2. SCHUMANN POINTED TO THE FACT THAT HE HAD BEEN ON THE 
PLATFORM AT THE ORGANIZING CONGRESS OF CHIRAC'S NEW RPR 
MOVEMENT DECEMBER 5 AND HAD MADE ONE OF THE SPEECHES, AS 
EVIDENCE OF HIS COMPLETE AGREEMENT WITH CHIRAC'S POLITI- 
CAL OBJECTIVES. HE WOULD NOT HAVE CONSENTED TO PARTICI- 
PATE IN THE EXERCISE IF HE HAD CONSIDERED CHIRAC AN 
EXTREMIST OR OTHERWISE DANGEROUS TO THE CURRENT RULING 
COALITION. SCHUMANN FEELS THAT CHIRAC PROVIDES THE BEST 
HOPE FOR DEFEATING THE UNION OF THE LEFT IN THE 1978 
LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS. HE FEELS THAT CHIRAC WOULD LIKE 

TO BECOME PRIME MINISTER AGAIN IN THE EVENT OF A MAJOR 
ITY VICTORY SO AS TO BE IN THE BEST POSITION TO RUN FOR 
PRESIDENT IN 1981. 

3. ON THE QUESTION OF THE US POSTURE TOWARD THE FRENCH 
INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION, SCHUMANN SAID THAT WHILE 
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IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE U.S. POSITION ON COMMUNIST PAR- 
TICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT BE KNOWN, IT IS EXTREMELY IM- 
PORTANT THAT THE ISSUE OF U.S. INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL 
FRENCH AFFAIRS NOT BE SUBSTITUTED FOR THE COMMUNIST 
ISSUE. IN OTHER WORDS, BY PUSHING TOO HARD ON THE COM- 
MUNIST QUESTION FROM THE OUTSIDE, WE RISK INHIBITING 
THE MAJORITY IN THEIR EFFORTS TO EXPLOIT THE ISSUE IN- 
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TERNALLY. 

4. SCHUMANN SAID HE CONSIDERS IT COMPLETELY UNREALISTIC 
FOR GISCARD TO THINK THAT HE CAN SPLIT THE SOCIALIST- 
COMMUNIST COALITION BEFORE THE 1978 ELECTION. HE AGREES 
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WITH CHIRAC THAT A CLEAR DEMARCATION LINE BETWEEN LEFT 
AND RIGHT MUST BE DRAWN AND THE ELECTORAL BATTLE FOUGHT 
ON THAT BASIS. 

5. ON FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES, SCHUMANN PREDICTED THAT 
THE BILL PROVIDING FOR DIRECT ELECTIONS TO THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT WILL HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO PROBLEMS IN PASSING 
BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. ON THE OTHER HAND. RATIFI- 
CATION OF THE JAMAICA MONETARY AGREEMENTS WOULD RUN 
INTO TROUBLE. SCHUMANN SAID THAT HE PLANS TO VOTE 
AGAINST THE JAMAICA AGREEMENTS WHEN THE RATIFICATION 
BILL COMES BEFORE THE SENATE. HE FEELS THAT WHILE THE 

R AMB OUILLET SUMMIT WAS SUCCESSFUL IN STOPPING US MANIPU- 
LATION OF THE DOLLAR TO OBTAIN UNFAIR TRADE ADVANTAGES, 
THE JAMAICA ACCORDS DO NOT GO FAR ENOUGH TOWARD THE 
STABILIZATION OF EXCHANGE RATES. HE WAS UNCONVINCED BY 
MY RESPONSE THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO ENVISAGE STABILIZED 
EXCHANGE RATES WITHOUT THE EXISTENCE OF A COMMON MONE- 
TARY STANDARD AND WITH WIDELY VARYING INFLATION RATES 
AMONG THE INDUSTRIALIZED POWERS. 

6. COMMENT: SCHUMANN'S COMMENTS ABOUT CHIRAC'S ACTI- 
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VITIES REINFORCE OUR VIEW THAT THE FORMER PRIME MINIS- 
TER'S EFFORTS ARE NECESSARY IF THE LEFT IS GOING TO BE 
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BLOCKED FROM VICTORY IN 1978. SCHUMANN'S VIEWS ABOUT 
OUR HANDLING OF THE COMMUNIST QUESTION FROM THE OUTSIDE 
ARE ALSO QUITE COGENT. OUR OFFICIAL STATEMENTS SHOULD, I THINK, 
BE RARE, SUBTLE, AND PSYCHOLOGICALLY TIMED SO AS TO KEEP 
THE INTERFERENCE ISSUE FROM OBSCURING THE COMMUNIST PAR 
TICIPATION ISSUE. 

RUSH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, PROGRAMS (PROJECTS), MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 06-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PARIS00444 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770005-1244 
Format: TEL 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 75/aaaacnom.tel 

Line Count: 131 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 956fb8dc-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3652132 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMBASSADOR RUSHYS CONVERSATION WITH MAURICE SCHUMANN: SUPPORT FOR CHIRACYS INITIATIVE 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, FR, US, (RUSH, KENNETH), (SCHUMANN, MAURICE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/956fb8dc-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



